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Dear Assistant Secretary Spoonet:

I atn wtiting on behalf of Levi Strauss & Co. (LS&CQ.) in response to the U.S. Commerce
Department’s request for public comment regarding the import monitoring program for textile and
apparel products from Vietnam. Emplementing the proposed monitoring system presents serious
challeages, and we would like to offer the following recommendations for administeting the
program in a way that is the least trade distorting as possible.

L5800, has worked hard to establish lasting partnerships with apparel producers in Vietnam in
keeping with cur Globkal Sourcing and Operating (Gindehnes and Terms of Engagement (TOE).
Depending upon how this monitoring program functions in practice, these partneérships could be in
jeopardy. We thetefote urge you to ensure that the program is fully consistent with the letrer and
spitit of existing TLS. faw and is in full compliance with al} relevant WTO disciplines.

Precise Product Covetage

We bhelieve that the monuitoting program should only apply to those products from Vietnam that
compete directly with identical texule and apparel products produced in the United Staves. We also
believe that monitoring must be conditioned on the affected U.S. industry’s willingness to provide
the U.S. government wﬂ.h accurate and tifely information regarding its production, employment
and sales.

Limit the Burden on Exportets and Importers

The proposed monitoring program should act impose any additional costs, reporting or paperwork
requirements on Vietnamese apparel expotters ot U.S. importets. Furthet, the progtam should be
fully transparent, with the data collected to be publicly available in a timely fashion.

Requirements for Initiating an Antidumping Action
No antidumping action should be self-initiated as 4 result of the monitoring program unless alb
existing U.S, antdumping standards are met, inchiding domestic industry support for the action,



Input from parties with no standing in the antidumping action such as upstream raw material
suppliers should not be consideted 2s part of the proceedings. Likewise, non-Vietnamese foreign
producets of textile and apparel should not be considered interested parties for purpc:ses of any
antidumping action considered as part of this monitoring process.

WTO Consistency

Finally, we would urge the Department to carefully consider how the proposed monitoring program
might conflict with 1.5, obligations under the Wotld Trade Organization (WT'0). Depending upon
how the monitoring system is implemented, the Vietham-specific program could tun afoul of WTO
disciphnes in several areas. We, thesefote, tirge the Departiment to ensure that the proposed
monitoring system is fully consistent with U.5. WI'O commitments. Failure to do so would risk
retaliatory action that could add an additional element of uncertainty to bilateral trade with Vietnam.

As noted above, we value the partnerships we have developed in Vietnam and hope that the new
monitoting program will not jecpardize those relationships, We welcome the opportunity o
prmude these comments, and we look forward to working with you to ensure that the monitoring
system ig implemented in an approptiate fashion.

Sincerely,
Helga Ying %) '

Directot, Wotldwide Government Affairs and Poblic Policy
Levi Strauss & Co.



