IMPORTANT:  The language in this letter is standard for any Service Area concurrence letter.  However, some circumstances may create a need to include additional language specific to the situation.  In particular, the grantee will need to examine whether:

1) any other grantee(s) has been approved for the same CBP port of entry; and,
2) a given county/jurisdiction proposed as part of the Service Area may also be "adjacent" to another CBP port of entry served by another grantee.

If you are certain that neither of those circumstances applies, simply use the language already provided in this letter.  If you have any questions – including about whether either of the circumstances outlined above might apply to the Service Area you are considering – contact your FTZ Staff Regional Representative.  Questions or uncertainty about the possible need for additional language in a support letter should be addressed before the grantee presents any letter to a local official for signature.
Finally, if the grantee wishes to customize the language of this letter for other reasons, the grantee should obtain approval in advance from the FTZ Board staff for the specific proposed modification(s).

[Use letterhead appropriate for the county official signing the letter]
Date
Grantee Official Name

Grantee Organization

Address
Dear _____:

[The following paragraph is standard for all Service Area letters:]

The purpose of this letter is to document the support of this county for inclusion within the Service Area of Foreign-Trade Zone (FTZ) [insert FTZ number].  We understand that this means that the grantee, [insert name of grantee organization], will be able to apply to the Foreign-Trade Zones Board for authority to serve sites located within this county based on businesses’ trade-related needs.  We also note that the zone will be made available on a uniform basis to companies within this county, in a manner consistent with the legal requirement that each FTZ be operated as a public utility.
[The following paragraph must be included if the zone is in a state where FTZ designation of specific sites may have an impact on state/local tax collections (for example, ad valorem property taxes in Texas or real property taxes in Arizona):]
Regarding state or local taxes for which collections may be affected by FTZ designation of sites, this letter is not intended to provide a position on state or local tax issues for any site within this jurisdiction.  At the time that any specific site is proposed for FTZ designation, parties potentially affected by the site’s proposed designation (such as a local school board) will need to provide their own correspondence indicating their views on the impact on tax collections related to the proposed designation.

[Signature of county official]
[Title of county official]
