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Dear Mr. McGilvray:

The Port of Olympia is Grantee of the South Puget Sound Foreign-Trade Zone
(FTZ No. 216) which has been an integral part of Thurston, Mason, Kitsap & Lewis County
economic development program and has been used on a continuous basis for the past 15
years. The Port of Olympia is a member of the National Association of Foreign-Trade
Zones (NAFTZ) and has reviewed the comments submitted by the NAFTZ. The Port of
Olympia fully supports and endorses the comments filed by the NAFTZ.

We support the NAFTZ suggestion that the time frame for approval by the FTZB of
all applications be reduced by 50%. Such a timeframe will enable Grantees to get
potential users into the zone program in a much more expeditious manner. The Port of
Olympia unequivocally supports the concept of equal treatment for all zone participants
and the need for Grantees to function under public utility principles. However, we believe
that the Regulations as proposed by the NAFTZ are much more practical and viable than
those contained in the Regulations as proposed by the FTZB.

With regard to the proposed Section 400.47 dealing with Grantee liability, we
believe the Grantee should have absolutely no liability if a violation occurs as a result of
the actions or inactions of a specific Operator/User without the Grantee’s patrticipation.
With regard to proposed Subpart G dealing with fines, penalties and mitigation of the fines
and penalties, we fully support the proposals put forth by the NAFTZ and believe that the
sections as proposed by the FTZB would have a chilling effect on the use of the FTZ
program by both Grantees and potential Operators and Users.

The Port of Olympia fully supports the FTZB endeavor of modifying the FTZB
Regulations that have been in existence for almost 20 years. We trust that you will give
serious consideration and adopt many of the suggestions contained in the comments filed
by the NAFTZ. Thank you for your ongoing efforts to make the FTZ program a more
flexible and useful program for economic development in the United States.

FTZ Administrator, FTZ #216
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